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FILM SERIES 
Saturday, February 4th 7pm 

Etz Hayim Synagogue 1 1/2 Hood Rd.  

Free. Refreshments. Babysitting. 
“What are Jews good for? Dying.” 

 
Defiance is a true story about the Jewish Bielski brothers who escaped the Nazi slaughter of 
their town and escaped into the Belarussian woods.  Their plan is to hide and save 
themselves but soon find they are responsible for the many Jewish refugees who keep 
joining them.  The numbers multiply as more refugees join the group.  They set up three 
self-sustaining villages over a 3 year period in the wilderness. 



FILM SERIES 
Saturday, March 3rd 7pm 

Etz Hayim Synagogue 1 1/2 Hood Rd.  

Iran’s nuclear program presents a threat to international stability. Yet successive American 
administrations—Republican and Democratic alike—have misread the intentions and actions 
of the Iranian regime. 

How dangerous is a nuclear Iran, even if it never detonates a weapon? What are the guiding 
principles of the Iranian leadership? To what lengths would the regime go to carry out its 
agenda? How far have Iran’s leaders already gone to fund the world’s most powerful terrorist 
organizations? And why have American leaders failed to gain the upper hand in relations with 
Iran during the past 30 years? 

In approximately 60 minutes, Iranium powerfully reports on the many aspects of the threat 
America and the world now face using rarely-before seen footage of Iranian leaders, and 

interviews with 25 leading politicians, Iranian dissidents and experts on Middle East policy. 

Free. Refreshments. Babysitting. 

RABBI TRANSITION COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Rabbi Transition Committee, chaired by Jon Kane, would like to thank all of our con-

gregants for their participation in the scheduled Parlor Meetings with Rabbi Milkow. We 

know there are some families who were unable to schedule a meeting time. Please contact 

the office if you would like to do so during the spring.  We will be most happy to accommo-

date requests if we hear from enough families.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE 
JANUARY 15, 2012 

We would like to inform the congregation of a few “administrative” changes voted on and approved by 

the Board of Directors at our meeting this morning.  Deb Silverstein has tendered her resignation as Vice 

President of our congregation. We would like to thank Deb for her time and commitment to Etz Hayim. 

The Board has unanimously voted for Jill Pelunis to serve the remainder of her term.  We have also vot-

ed to appoint Deb Silverstein as a Director to serve the remainder of Jill’s term of office.  Congratula-

tions to both Jill and Deb on their new positions at Etz Hayim Synagogue. 
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FROM THE RABBI EMERITUS... 

This week seems to be Jewish music week locally.   

We saw Rick Recht, a wonderful rock musician who has started Jewish Rock Radio on the 

web (24/7 – check it out) and serves as a celebrity sponsor for PJ Library (all Jewish children 

under age 6 should sign up to receive wonderful Jewish-themed books monthly).   

We attended a performance of the Broadway-bound (but not scheduled in Boston) musical, 

Soul Doctor, based on the career of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach.  It is odd to see the life of this 

powerful and controversial rabbi, who I met a few times, dramatized on the stage.  The pro-

duction uses Shlomo's music as the foundation for the English lyrics of the show.  It is a 

powerful mix if you recognize the original tunes, an enjoyable score if you do not.   

Later this week we intend to hear Kaskeset, the Jewish a Capella group from Binghamton 

University, NY.  

Now I could use this space just to marvel at the wealth of Jewish activity in South Florida, 

but that would be mean.  Rather I want to note the amazing range of styles that fall under the 

umbrella of Jewish music and to urge you to take advantage of what is available near you.  

The 3rd annual Boston Jewish Music Festival is coming up soon (March 1-11) with venues 

all over the region.  Performances are as close as Swampscott, Sudbury, Concord (MA), 

Nashua, with more scattered around the region.  The offerings represent a variety of styles.  

You have no need to be envious of the opportunities down South when you have such rich-

ness so near.  I hope you will take time now to review the schedule of performances (http://

bostonjewishmusicfestival.org/) and mark your favorites on your calendar.  I only ask one 

favor, when you go, send me a brief email to let me know about your experience.   

May the sound of music lift your hearts and prayers.   

All the Best  

Rabbi Louis Rieser 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES 

 
If you wish to purchase a Yahrzeit Plaque for a loved one, please contact Larry Boise at 

L.boise@comcast.net or 603-432-9291. The requested donation is $250.00. Larry will need the 

English name, Hebrew name and date of death to have the plaque cast. Our non-Jewish loved 

ones may also be remembered with a Yahrzeit plaque (the Hebrew name is omitted). 
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Looking for a special something for your home, or a gift for someone else?   

Look at Sand and Water Creations in Glass by Amalia Flaish-

er, who made and donated the Ner Tamid (eternal light) in our 

sanctuary. 

http://www.sand-and-water.com/servlet/StoreFront 

Order through the gift shop at Etz Hayim Synagogue and get a 

discount.  Some of Amalia’s work is on display in our case in 

the lobby. 

Call Miriam at 483-3969 to inquire about pricing. 

The 4th Annual Jewish Film Festival  

March 17-25, 2012. 
 

This year's  film line up and related  programs for our yearly  Jewish cultural event are exciting, engaging and 

entertaining.  It is our strongest Festival offering yet.   Films and all program  information will be announced 

soon. 

We wish to collaborate with your congregation to get the word out about this signature event on a statewide ba-

sis.    

For your use, I've  attached a 'Save the Date' advertisement for  use in your congregational  newsletter and web-

site.  

Thank you for your valued assistance and support  in keeping your congregants informed about the  New Hamp-

shire  Jewish Film Festival.  
We will be showing films in more  cities this year  to give Jewish New Hampshire and the general public  addi-

tional opportunities to see top notch Jewish themed films .  If you have any questions, feel free to be in touch. 

Best regards,  

Linda Gerson 

Co-chair, NH  Jewish Film Festival 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

698 Beech Street 

Manchester, NH 03104 

Our community, our inspiration. 
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Pollack Insurance Agency 
 

Stanley H. Pollack, CIC         ALL  FORMS 

Certified Insurance Counselor        OF INSURANCE 

Towne Square Office Park 

12 Parmenter Road              Phone: 603-432-2011 

Londonderry, NH 03053          Fax:   603-432-6096 

EDUCATION NEWS 

Jon Kane and Michael Schloss, Co-Chairs 

The school is in regular session and proceeding smoothly.  

 

This month we are scheduling teacher meetings for interested parents. Sign up sheets will be 

available at the Tuesday night sign up desk and progress reports will be distributed. It is hard to 

believe but we are already half way through our year! 

 

We always appreciate any feedback you would like to provide to us on the program so please 

feel free to drop us a line at education@etz-hayim.org. 

The Etz Hayim Book Club 
will next meet 

Next meeting Sunday February 5, 2012 10 -11:30 AM 

Michael Chabon’s The amazing adventures of 

Kavalier & Clay: A novel    Macmillan, 2000 

This brilliant epic novel set in New York and Prague introduces us to 
two misfit young men who make it big by creating comic-book superhe-
roes. Joe Kavalier, a young artist who has also been trained in the art of 
Houdiniesque escape, has just smuggled himself out of Nazi-invaded 
Prague and landed in New York City. His Brooklyn cousin, Sammy 
Clay, is looking for a partner to create heroes, stories, and art for the lat-
est novelty to hit America, the comic book. Inspired by their own fears and dreams, Kavalier 
and Clay create the Escapists, The Monitor, and Luna Moth, inspired by the beautiful Rosa 
Saks, who will become linked by powerful ties to both men.  

"The depth of Chabon's thought, his sharp language, his inventiveness and his ambition make 

this a novel of towering achievement."—The New York Times Book Review 

For more information Steve Soreff soreffs15@aol.com or 603 895-6120 

mailto:education@etz-hayim.org
http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Michael+Chabon%22
mailto:soreffs15@aol.com
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“TURNS NOT WORKS INTO  

NETWORKS” 

Antivirus…Data Recovery…Network Security 

Internet Access…Wireless LAN…Email 

 

www.MLANS.net  (603) 432-1603 

Mark and Laura Aronson 

ALBERT J. SANDLER, 

DMD 

Modern Gentle Dentistry 

     369 Merrimack Street 

   Methuen, Massachusetts 

           978-683-3343 

SPONSOR AN ONEG 

Do it in honor of your birthday, anniversary, friendship, your children, parents, or just be-

cause! It is easy and fun to do! Bring a challah, a few snacks, and enjoy Shabbat with your 

community! 

To host an oneg, check the website to see if your date has already been 
claimed.  

Then e-mail office@etzhayim.org  to let us know of your date. We 
will post it on the website 

NOTE: There is a sign up sheet outside of the office and envelopes 
for each date. Please sign up and take the envelope for your date. 

Federation Grants Send Youth to Camp and Israel. 

Last summer, youth from every region in New Hampshire received over $30,000 in grants 
to attend Jewish overnight camp for the first time or to journey to Israel.  Funds for these 
programs are provided by the Campaign for Jewish Needs, the Irving and Bernice Singer 
Israel Experience Fund, and the Foundation for Jewish Camp. 

The deadline for applying for a grant for 2012 is February 15. Even if you have not yet de-
cided on a camp or Israel trip provider, an application must be submitted by this dead-
line.  Applications are available at the Federation website: www.jewishnh.org. 

Don’t be left out, apply now. If you are interested in going to Israel on a semester program, 
you still need to apply now. The 2012 Israel Experience grant 
is for trips through the spring of 2013. 

http://www.mlans.net/
mailto:office@etzhayim.org
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REFULAH SHEMELAH - FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY 

Cathy Wieder  Ami Bach  Marlene Chamrin  Rivka Schwartz   Renee Solomon  Lauren Maloof 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
We would like to thank everyone for their book donations which Stephanie Simonoff is working to 

organize along with the help of Rabbi Milkow. At this time, we have more books than we have 

space for on the shelves and must decline additional donations while we organize what we have. We 

will keep you updated on our progress and will let you know when your assistance 

is again needed. 



BIRTHDAYS 

Matthew Rosenthal    2-1 

Daniel Wieder        2-3 

Natalie Duncan       2-5 

Sasha Soreff         2-5 

Christine Israel     2-7 

Joseph Lavoie        2-8 

Eliana Patterson     2-8 

Steven Simonoff      2-8 

Zachary Needleman    2-9 

Cheryl Haas         2-10 

Gillian Rosen        2-10 

Stephen Wieder       2-11 

Zachary Martin       2-14 

Sarah Finne-Sandler  2-15 

Renee Solomon        2-17 

Tamara Freeman       2-20 

Joan Vick            2-21 

Roy Aboody           2-22 

Joshua Goldstein     2-24 

Sarah Plater         2-24 

Jasmine Bach         2-26 

Tracey Rosen         2-28 

Benjamin Brewer      2-29 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Roy & Allison Aboody            2-3 

Lauraine & Ronald Hutchinson    2-9 

Joan Diamond-Rego and Tim Rego  2-25 
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Please Note: If we have omitted a special 

date for your family, please contact the 

office so we can  update our records  



ELIJAH’S  TABLE 
A JOINT PROJECT OF 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

AND 

ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE 

SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT - VOLUNTEERS INVITED 

On Sunday, February 12 at the Church 

On Sunday, February 19 at the Synagogue 

All members of the community are invited to join us for dinner. 

5:00 PM—6:30 PM at Etz Hayim Synagogue 

DONATIONS 

To the Building Fund from… 

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund…Michael Schloss  

To the Building Enhancement Fund… 

To the Torah Fund from… 

To the General Fund from…Barbara  W. Goldman 

To the William Einhorn Interfaith Education Fund from… 

 
 
 

To the Building Fund as part of Capital Campaign Pledge… 

Jay & Rhonda Madnick       Arthur & Diane Caras       Laurie Medrek 
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DID  YOU  KNOW?   WE  TAKE  PAYPAL! 

You can make payments or donations to Etz Hayim via PayPal! Our PayPal name is   

payments@etzhayim.org 

IF SOMEONE IS ILL:  

The Rabbi is happy to call or visit individuals when they are in the hospital or are ill,  but the 
only way we can know that someone is in need of a visit is for you to inform us.  Please let 
Rabbi know by calling the office at 432-0004.  We regularly include prayers for healing (a Mi 
Sheberach) as a part of our service.  Feel free to attend and to offer a prayer for people you 
know who would appreciate receiving a blessing. 
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The Elijah’s Table Cookbook is a joint venture of the Episcopal 

Church of the Transfiguration and Etz Hayim Synagogue, Hood 

Road, Derry, New Hampshire. 

It contains a varied and excellent assortment of recipes in all cate-

gories totaling 299, ranging from Christmas Pudding to Kosher for 

Passover Tiramisu. Included are over 50 dishes in both the dessert 

and main course categories as well as appetizers, beverages, vege-

tables, breads and, of course, kugels! 

Proceeds will help to offset the cost of our free, twice monthly 

community dinners held at both the Church and the Synagogue. 

Thank you for your support 

Books can also be ordered on-line at www.etzhayim.org 

Take Home Your Copy Today! 

 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER!  

Please make checks payable to Etz Hayim Synagogue. Books can be picked up at the 
Synagogue either during office hours (Tuesday and Friday afternoons 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m.), or while our Hebrew School programs are in session (Tuesday from 6:00 to 8:15 
p.m., Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.). Please contact the office (432-0004) if al-
ternative arrangements are needed. Do remember that proceeds from cookbook sales 
help offset the costs of our Elijah’s Table program. They also make wonderful gifts. 

Mailing Address:  Etz Hayim Synagogue,  1 ½ Hood Road,   Derry, NH  03038 

Elijah’s Table Cookbook 
  

Qty. Price Total 

An Interfaith Project   $18.00   

Method of Payment:  Cash       

                                   Check       

              Check number:       

      

NAME (FIRST) PLEASE PRINT        (LAST)   E-MAIL 

      

ADDRESS   DAY PHONE 

      

CITY   EVENING PHONE 

      

STATE                                       ZIP   THE BEST TIME TO CONTACT ME IS: 



ETZ  HAYIM  SYNAGOGUE   www.etzhayim.org 

Rabbi Bryna Milkow  603-432-0004  rabbi@etzhayim.org 

Rabbi Louis Rieser, Rabbi Emeritus  lrieser@ravlou.net 

Office Manager: Laura Galvin  office@etzhayim.org 

President  Paul Martin  603-434-8048  kpmartin1@myfairpoint.net 

Vice President  Jill Pelunis    603- 434-2438   jdeep@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Lisa Culleton  603-235-5709  Lculleton@comcast.net 

Secretary  Andrew Corman 603-437-0808  andy.corman@rsa.com 

Directors 

Deborah Bailin 425-2079  dmbailin@aol.com Steve Soreff  895-6120  soreffS15@aol.com 

Debby Silverstein 895-4397dls315@comcast.net Susan Simonoff  893-5848  susan@simonoff.com 

David Riese  893-5494 davidriese@yahoo.com Arlene Agosto de Kane 432-9657 arleneagosto 

 Miriam Gitterman  483-3969  Miriam.gitterman@gmail.com                                        @gmail.com 
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OFFICE HOURS 

The office will be open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 

You may call the synagogue at 603-432-0004 at any time. 

 Ecosmith  Recycling 
Have you noticed the huge tan bin next to the waste bin on the driveway of Etz 
Hayim?  Ecosmith Recyclers of Londonderry has partnered with Etz Hayim to recycle 
clothes. 
 What do we get out of it? 
¶ Payment of 3 cents per pound on the collected items 
¶ A chance to support a local business 
¶ Tikkun Olam – we can be green and get some green at the same time 
¶ Cleaner closets and basements 

Acceptable items do not have to be in usable condition so this is a great place to get 
rid of torn jeans and other soft goods like sheets and towels which are no longer usa-
ble. 
Collection Materials 
¶ used clothing 
¶ household linens 
¶ paired footwear 
¶ stuffed animals 
¶ belts 
¶ pocket books 

So pack up your old clothes, stuffed animals and shoes and drop 
them in the bin.  You will be helping to support Etz Hayim and a 
greener planet! 



Etz Hayim Synagogue 
1 1/2 Hood Road 

Derry, New Hampshire 
03038 

 

¶ FILM  SERIES: Saturday, February 4 at 7:00 PM 

¶ BOOK CLUB: Sunday, February 5  from 10:00 AM—11:30 AM 

¶ SUNDAY FAMILY CAMP:  Sunday, February 12 at 10:00 AM 

¶ FAMILY SERVICES:  Friday, February 10 at 7:15 PM 

¶ ELIJAH’S TABLE: Sunday, February 19  from 5:00 PM—6:30 PM 

¶ NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASSES:  Tuesday and Wednesday, February 28 & 

29 
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